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TO RECIPIENTS OF WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK REPORTS: 


Most of the usable water in western states originates as mountain snowfall. This snowfall accumulates during the winter and 


spring, several months before the snow melts and appears as streamflow. Since the runoff from precipitation as snow is delayed, 


estimates of snowmelt runoff can be made well in advance of its occurrence. Streamflow forecasts published in this report are 
based principally on measurement of the water equivalent of the mountain snowpack . 


Forecasts become more accurate as more of the data affecting runoff are measured. All forecasts assume that climatic 
factors during the remainder of the snow accumulation and melt season will interact with a resultant average effect on runoff. 
Early season forecasts are therefore subject to a greater change than those made on later dates. 


The snow course measurement is obtained by sampling snow depth and water equivalent at surveyed and marked locations in 
mountain areas. A total of about ten samples are taken at each location. The average of these are reported as snow depth and 
water equivalent. These measurements are repeated in the same location near the same dates each year. 


Snow surveys are made monthly or semi-monthly from January | through June 1 in most states. There are about 1900 snow 
courses in Western United States and in the Columbia Basin in British Columbia. Networks of automatic snow water equivalent 
and related data sensing devices, along with radio telemetry are expanding and will provide a continuous record of snow water 
and other parameters at key locations. 


Detailed data on snow course and soil moisture measurements are presented in state and local reports. Other data on 
reservoir storage, summaries of precipitation, current streamflow, and soil moisture conditions at valley elevations are tulso 
included. The report for Western United States presents a broad picture of water supply outlook conditions, including selected 
streamflow forecasts, summary of snow accumulation to date, and storage in larger reservoirs. 


Snow survey and soil moisture data for the period of record are published by the Soil Conservation Service by states about 
every five years. Data for the current year is summarized in a West-wide basic data summary and published about October 1 
of each year. 


Cover Photo: Cabins near Sacajawea Snow Course 
in Bridger Mountains, Montana. 
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PUBLISHED BY SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 


The Soil Conservation Service publishes reports following the principal snow survey dates from January 1 through June 1 in 
cooperation with state water administrators, agricultural experiment stations and others. Copies of the reports for Western 
~ United States and all state reports may be obtained from Soil Conservation Service, West Technical Service Center, Room 111, 
511 N.W. Broadway, Portland, Oregon 97209. 


Copies of state and local reports may also be obtained from state offices of the Soil Conservation Service in the following 
states: 


STATE ADDRESS 
Alaska 204 E. 5th. Ave., Room 217, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Arizona 6029 Federal Building, Phoenix, Arizona 85025 


Colorado (N. Mex.) P. O. Box 17107, Denver, Colorado 80217 


Idaho Room 345, 304 N. 8th. St., Boise, Idaho 83702 

Montana POW iBox7 3") Bozeman... ontaniasa7 771.5 

Nevada P. O. Box 4850, Reno Nevada 89505 

Oregon 1218 S. W. Washington St., Portland, Oregon 97205 

Utah 4012 Federal Bldg., 125 South State St., Salt Lake City, Utah 841 38 
Washington 360 U.S. Court House, Spokane, Wachinaron 99201 


Wyoming P. O. Box 2440, Casper, Wyoming 82601 


PUBLISHED BY OTHER AGENCIES 


Water Supply Outlook reports prepared by other agencies include a report for California by the L/ 
Water Supply Forecast and Snow Surveys Unit, California Department of Water Resources, P. @y, ah CONSERVATION OF WATER 
Box 388, Sacramento , California 95802 --- and for British Columbia by the Department of Lands, \e\ BEGINS WITH THE 
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WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK 


SUMMARY 
as of 
OCTOBER 1, 1975 


Utah's 1975 water supply ranged from "near average'' on the Upper Sevier 
to better than three times average on Salina Creek according to provisional 


streamflow reports by the U. S. Geological Survey. 


Late spring snow melt produced more flow than forecast in most cases even 
though summer precipitation was only average to as low as 20 percent of 
average. Total annual precipitation for mountain stations ranged from 


near average to 30 percent above average. 


Fall reservoir storage (October 1, 1975) is about 16 percent above average 
(1958-72 15-Year Period) and 19 percent better than last year at this time. 
The 21 reservoirs, excluding Colorado River storage reservoirs, used in 
this analysis are now 81 percent of usable capacity indicating very good 


carry over for next years water supply. 


~The following table shows streamflow forecasts made last May 1 compared 
to provisional flows measured by the U. S. Geological Surveys, the Bureau 
of Reclamation, and Utah Power & Light Company. 


May l Measured Flow 
Forecast Forecast for the Period 
Station Period (1000 A..F.) (1000 A. F.) 
BEAR RIVER 
Bear nr Woodruff May-July 172 175 
Bear nr Randolph May-July 145 134 
Bear nr Ut-Wyo. State Line May-July 146 137 
Logan nr Logan May-July 127 Los 
Little Bear nr Paradise May -June 46 45 
Woodruff Ck nr Woodruff May-July 20 20 
Blacksmith Fk nr Hyrum May-July 65 54 
WEBER-OGDEN RIVERS 
Chalk Creek at Coalville May-June 47 47 
East Cyn. Creek nr Morgan May-June 28 ey 
Lost Creek near Croydon May-June 27 19 
Pineview Reservoir Inflow May-June 145 147 
South Fk Ogden nr Huntsville May-June 66 70 
Weber nr Oakley May-June 120 100 
PROVO RIVER & UTAH LAKE 
American Fk nr American Fk May-July 38 44 
Provo nr Hailstone May-July 124 146 


WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK (continued ) 


Station 


JORDAN RIVER AND SALT LAKE 


Big Cottonwood nr Salt Lake 
Parley's Creek nr Salt Lake 


TOOELE VALLEY 


Vernon Creek nr Vernon 


DUCHESNE RIVER 


Ashley near Vernal 

Flaming Gorge Inflow 
Lakefork below Moon Lake 
Rock Creek nr Mountain Home 
Strawberry nr Duchesne 
Uinta nr Neola 

Whiterocks nr Whiterock 
Yellowstone nr Altonah 


MUDDY CREEK 
Muddy Creek nr Emery 
SAN RAFAEL RIVER 


Ferron Creek nr Ferron 
Huntington Ck nr Huntington 


UPPER COLORADO BASIN 


Colorado nr Cisco, Utah 
Green at Green River, Utah 
Lake Powell Inflow 

Mill Creek near Moab 


SEVIER RIVER 


Clear Creek nr Sevier 
Salina Creek at Salina 
Sevier nr Gunnison 
Sevier nr Hatch 

Sevier nr Kingston 


BEAVER RIVER 
Beaver near Beaver 

COAL CREEK 

Coal Creek nr Cedar City 
VIRGIN RIVER 


Santa Clara nr Pine Valley 
Virgin nr Virgin 


Forecast 


Period 


May-July 
May-July 


May-July 


May-July 
Apr-July 
May-July 
May-July 
May-July 
May-July 
May-July 
May-July 


May-July 


May-July 
May-July 


Apr-July 
Apr-July 
Apr-July 
May-July 


May-July 
May-June 
May-July 
May-July 
May-July 


May-July 


May-July 


May-June 
May-June 


(1000 A. F.) 


May 1 
Forecast 
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Measured 
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RESERVOIR STORAGE (Thousand Acre Feet) eno oF monty October 1, 1975 


eel Usable Storage 
i RESERVOIR sani’ 
Basin or Stream Capacity This Year Last Year 


GREAT BASIN 


Bear River 


Beaver River 


Little Bear 


Ogden River 


Provo River 


Sevier River 


Spanish Fork 


Utah Lake 


Weber River 


COLORADO RIVER 


Ashley Creek 


Colorado River 


Green River 


Lake Fork 
Price River 
San Juan 


San Rafael 


Strawberry 


Uintah 
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Bear Lake 
Woodruff Narrows 


Minersville(RkyFd) 


Hyrum 
Porcupine 
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Pineview 


Deer Creek 


Gunnison 
Otter Creek 
Piute 

Sevier Bridge 


Strawberry 
Utah Lake 


East Canyon 
Echo 

Lost Creek 
Rockport 
Willard Bay 


Steinaker 


Blue Mesa 
Lake Powell 


Flaming Gorge 
Moon Lake 
Scofield 


Navajo 


Huntington North 
Joe's Valley 
Mill Site 


Starvation 


Bottle Hollow 
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Agencies Cooperating 
in Utah Snow Surveys 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Soil Conservation Service 
Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
MOAA ssNattrendt): Weather: Service 
Geese ee Wodemne nite Ov “Ines 6, f 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Geological Survey 
National Park Service 
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Utahes tate sUiniverrs ity 
Utah Fish and Game Depariment 
Utah State Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Water Rights 
Bear River Commissioner 
Price River Commissioner 
Provo River Commissioner 
Sevier River Commissioners 
Spanish Fork River Commissioner 
Woh ihok oud de shondan huvet Go mim«ss Vo nen 


MSPS aSTal Ess 


Manti 
Sa liekake Gant y 


OR GrAust ZOE oe FUEL CsA EN GALES 


Beaver River Water Users Association 
Bicicirdnon sGainici we resi cents«— Jordan River 
Emery Canal and Reservoir Company 
Moon Lake Water Users Association 
Ogden River Water Users Association 
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Strawberry Water Users Association 
Sevier River Water Users Association 
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Kaiser Steel Corporation 


ivw's'n }o 1-49 
CaS WNLINDNYOV 


JO LNIWLYWdIG Ss ON 
Givd $334 GNV 39OVLSOd 


— .saasng moug ayy yim 
suieq 401044 JO U0I}DAsLISUOD AY] ,, 
Aaysnput pup 6ururw 
‘uolpBianu uoljosoueb 
samod 3144901;9-0upAy ‘Ajddns | 
JayDM jOdidsiuNW pud d1ysawop 
‘uolyoBiist 104 A\ddas J3j0M 
Buiysode104 404 Asossardeu 
DJOP IISDOq ayy saysiusN4 


SAAAUNS MONS 3ALLVH3d009 


JLVAINd - SLVIS - 1V83035 


OOES “3SM JLVAIYd YOI ALIVN3d 
SSINISAG TVIDISIO 


ee 
BElvys HvIn ‘ALI 3xv1 LIS 
“lg alvig HLnoS Gel 
Zloy Wooy — *"901g Ww4sads4 
JDIANaS NOILVAYSSNOD T10S 
JuNLAND yoy JO LNSWLYVd3ad SALVLS a3.Linn 


